Conflict in Libya and the Future
Risk to the Demining Community
The evolving face of modern warfare in Libya and elsewhere will leave behind an explosives legacy
that the humanitarian-demining community must manage. This article examines the innovation of
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Apart from explosive-remnantsed following armed conflict, demining

ince the beginning of Libya’s armed conflict, the antigovernment militia has desperately sought the means
with which to counter the superior military capabil-

ity of the better-trained and equipped pro-Gadhafi military
forces. Arguably, much of the capability vacuum was filled to
some extent by NATO’s military intervention, which although
providing a potent and significant air component on the side
of the rebels, left anti-government forces disadvantaged, especially during the initial ground-fighting encounters.
An anti-government militia prepares a homemade
electric command-initiated firing pack constructed
from domestic light switches in preparation to fire
122mm GRAD rockets from an improvised launcher in Benghazi, Libya on 19 April 2011.
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Explosives removed from a Belgian
PRB-M3A1 anti-tank mine to be used
in IED manufacturing.

Libya’s situation is further evidence
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While planned demining activity
will always be required, an increasing
BMP-1 turret welded to a frame
mounted on the back of a Toyota Hilux 4x4. This heavily improvised system was recorded firing the integral
73mm gun during the battle of Galaa/
Sofitt Hill, 07 June 2011.
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